CHAPTER 4

THE first two years when this creature was thus drawn
to Our Lord, she had great quiet in spirit from any
temptations. She could well endure to fast, and it did not
trouble her. She hated the joys of the world. She felt no
rebellion in her flesh. She was so strong, as she thought,
that she dreaded no devil in Hell, as she did such great
bodily penance. She thought that she loved God more
than He did her. She was smitten with the deadly wound
of vainglory, and felt it not, for she many times desired
that the crucifix should loosen His hands from the Cross,
and embrace her in token of love. Our Merciful Lord
Jesus Christ, seeing this creature's presumption, sent her,
as is written before, three years of great temptations, one
of the hardest of which I purpose to write as an example
to those who come after, so that they should not trust in
themselves, or have joy in themselves, as she had. For,
no dread, our ghostly enemy sleepeth not, but he full
busily searcheth our complexions and dispositions and
where he findeth us most frail, there, by Our I,x>rd's
sufferance, he layeth his snare, which no man may escape
by his own power.
So he laid before this woman the snare of lechery, when
she believed that all fleshly lust had wholly been quenched
in her. And so for a long time she was tempted with the
sin of lechery, for aught that she could do. Yet she was
often shriven, she wore her hair-cloth, and did great
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